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bay, to live in a circle distinguished by the eru-
dition, as well as the urbanity of its members, Mr;
Erskine and Mr. Wedderburn, Dr. Steuart and
Mr. Ashburner, with the ladies of the last two,
are names which no tribute of mine can raise
higher than they already stand in the estimation
of all who know them.
It was in this circle that the idea of publica-
tion was first conceived. It was urged on me
as a duty: it was advised as a means of acquir-
ing reputation : it was suggested as a source of
profit: it was hinted at as the only way to avoid
reproach. The last consideration weighed with
me, I think, more powerfully than all the others.
I could not suffer it to be said, that I had, en-
joyed opportunities of adding to the common
fund of human knowledge, and had neglected
them ; and though I trembled for the imperfec-.
tions almost inseparable from that which is done
in haste, yet the high opinion which I enter-
tained of the judgment of those who .met all my
objections with new and more forcible arguments,
fixedttfe at length in the determination.
I still retained the dress of an Arab .during,
my second stay in Bombay, and my general
appearance aided by the gravity of a full and
. and flowing beard, and a more perfect acquain-
tance with the Arabic tongue, imposed con-
as well as Europeans, even